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Fiery Nights and Northern Lights...Another Successful

Winter Concert!

Congratulations and bravo/brava to all for a well played and very well received
concert on January 19! This program was challenging for all of us in various
spots, and our band put the shoulder to the wheel and made it come alive!
Thanks to all for your hard work and time spent in individual preparation. And
while we are at it, how about another round of applause and appreciation to
Catherine LaPointe-Vollmer and her wonderful poster design! Most of all, our
hats are off to the incredible job Theresa Witmer did preparing us, and pulling
us through! Yeah...there may have been a little pushing, too!

So while you try to settle back into your non-PCB life routines, keep in mind
that in a little over three months, we’ll be cranking up for the summer session!
Check elsewhere in this newsletter for more on that, and for other
Community Band news.
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Potsdam Community Band continues to operate in a much healthier financial position
~ than a couple of years ago at this time, thanks to the generosity of band members,
supporters, and our winter concert audience. Our voluntary donations during band

rehearsals this past session netted $541 Audience donations from our January 19
concert at Crane raised another $S508. This, combined with $150 from an anonymous donor last September,
brought our net “income” to $1,199. Recent expenses incurred by the band include, Association of Concert
Bands dues of $290, Liability Insurance premium of $197, $701 for music purchases, Crane fees of $260, and
printing and supplies of approx. $220, for a winter session total of about $1,668 (printing costs are
approximate). Again, we thank our members, our audience and other supporters for their generosity!
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Invite a Friend to Community Band!

Playing in PCB is fun! We all know that. Have you ever considered inviting a music-loving friend or family
member to share the fun with you? Personally inviting someone who plays a band instrument at least at high
school level to come and experience a rehearsal is one of the best ways to keep our band strong and vibrant.
We pride ourselves on being inclusive...no auditions, and no pressure! So if you know someone you think
would enjoy PCB like you do, pass this newsletter along, send us their email, and encourage them to fill out our
next season survey!

Leadership Team News

In our last quarterly newsletter, we introduced you to Kim Adams (trumpet), who
did marvelous work this past session as our head music librarian for the band.
This is a BIG job that entails lots of volunteer-wrangling, organization and
meticulous record-keeping. If you appreciated your well-organized and complete
folder of music this winter, you have Kim and her team to thank! We are also very
= pleased to report that Robin Duncan (bass clarinet) has joined the leadership
l" = team as Sweep or Producer. As the name implies, this role watches the operation
onsi of the band, both actively and behind the scenes, and helps to make sure the
myriad of tasks that need doing get done. Both Robin and Kim will be assisting
with putting the summer session of PCB together. We thank them for their
extra time and dedication to a great PCB experience for all!
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PCB Summer Session begins in May—Date TBD

The PCB Leadership Team had hoped to be able to firm up our schedule for the

upcoming summer session in time for this newsletter, but our latest bout of winter

weather forced us to postpone our planning meeting to early February. In lieu of

exact plans, we’ll tease you with a start date of SOMETIME in May, and a promise to

get those details to you as soon as we determine them! We are, however

comfortable announcing our summer 2025 concert schedule: A
e Madrid Dam Concert, Wednesday, July 9, 6:00 pm
e Potsdam Summer Festival, Friday, July 11, 5:00 pm
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A Round of Applause for our PCB Photographer!

Huge thanks go out to Leah Howland, sibling of PCB contrabass clarinetist Trent Howland, for the fantastic
pictures they have been producing for the band. Leah, a college student in Vermont, volunteered last summer
to take photos during rehearsals and the concerts. This work has been extremely valuable, as it helps tell the
story of our PCB experience and helps preserve that experience for posterity. Leah very much enjoys snapping
pics of the band in action...so much so they will be joining us for our summer session once again in a few
months! Thank you, Leah...and enjoy some photos from this past session!
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KEEP PRACTILING KEEP PLAYING!

SEE Yoy iN MAY!




