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The Schedule is Set! Spring/Summer Rehearsals Start May 12!

Greetings! Another challenging and fulfilling season of
music-making is upon us, as Potsdam Community Band
cranks up operations in preparation for our two July
concerts in Madrid and Potsdam. While public
performances that share our hard work and musical
preparation with others are the outward manifestation
of our time together, those of us who have grown to
love PCB also treasure our individual practice time, the
group effort within our sections and the entire band,
and the equally important social aspect of spending
time with “our people”. We hope those who are new or relatively new to the band will have a similar feeling of
camaraderie and accomplishment when the season wraps! We have a full slate of 7 rehearsals lined up, a full
program of 10 compositions representing a wide variety of styles, and we have the inimitable Theresa Witmer
to lead us all through it! Let’s make some music!

Paul Haggett, Communications Coordinator for
the PCB Leadership Team:

Theresa Witmer, Music Director

Jennifer Myers, Personnel & Technical Coordinator
Kim Adams, Treasurer & Librarian Team Coordinator
Robin Duncan, Producer

From the Director-Digging into Spring and New PCB
‘ Music!

It’s a beautiful spring day in the North Country, when we look forward to being
outdoors; the grass greening, plants emerging, and the start of a new season of
Community Band! Aside from the critters helping themselves to tasty, green,
just-emerged plants, | find it all wonderful!

We have an excellent program of 10 pieces for all of us to dig into this coming session!

For a closer look, and a I|sten please have a Iook at our YouTube playlist:

Somethlng for everyone, as usual, and our performance of Sousa’s The Thunderer will honor a founding
member of PCB, Ron Berry, who has stepped down from active involvement with the band. I’'m truly looking
forward to working with this summer’s Potsdam Community Band! We’ll have a wonderful time making music
together! See you on May 12! — Theresa


https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLl1mVbiuG07J4Ws6GhGDkosg_dfhq9ym_&si=l5W2DH1mochMtqjI
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Personal Practice Time is the Secret Sauce!

Seven rehearsals. That’s not a lot of time to put on all of the polish necessary to prepare a
concert of ten full band pieces! Rehearsals are for rehearsing...in other words, putting the
program together and making the band sound cohesive and musical. Rehearsals should
NOT be where we learn our individual parts! That work is best done in individual practice!
Our librarian team works very hard to make sure each player has their own folder of music.
So, over the 9 weeks or so of this PCB session, carve out an hour or two (or more!) a week
for personal practice, whether in your bedroom, office, living room, an actual practice
room...or even your woodshed! Your bandmates will thank you; your director will thank
you; and YOU will thank you!

Woodwinds, Trumpets, Percussion, Oh My! (Tuba, too!)

We are still looking for musicians who play clarinet, sax, trumpet, tuba, and percussion to join our ranks this
summer. If you meant to submit a signup survey, but have not yet found that “round tuit”, please follow this
link: https://forms.gle/RzbKVQavkyhgrs97A and complete the survey. We mention these particular
instruments, but ALL instrumentalists are welcome!

If you know someone who has never (or rarely) played with PCB, and they might be interested in joining,
please have them contact us at potsdamcommunityband@gmail.com and we’ll forward them a signup survey.

We understand that many other “competing” musical opportunities abound in the summer, as well as personal
and family time! Whether or not you can join us this summer, we look forward to the next time, whenever
that may be!
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Voluntary Contributions Welcome

For the past couple of years, PCB has welcomed voluntary cash donations from band
members to help bolster the organization’s bank account and to free band management
(i.e. Theresa) from the burden of paying various band expenses and “eventually” hoping to
get reimbursed. We have NO desire to make this a “pay-to-play” organization, but we do
kindly ask a small, voluntary donation from ADULT members of the band to help pay for
various expenses...rent, insurance, licensing fees, music purchases, and the like. We will
“““““““““““““““““ have a donation box on hand at the first couple of rehearsals.



https://forms.gle/RzbKVQavkyhgrs97A
mailto:potsdamcommunityband@gmail.com

N L
s .
E%&rva?ﬁ}?g NGWSletter - Sprlng 2025 (Volume 13, Issue #2)
AND

www.potsdamband.org PotsdamCommunityBand@gmail.com, (315) 250-1625

Limited Number of PCB Polo Shirts
Available

Last summer, PCB offered white, short-sleeved polo shirts to band participants
who did not have one, or needed another. We currently have 13 shirts of various
sizes (mostly men’s sizes) in both 100% polyester and cotton blend varieties

available. If interested, please contact us at
potsdamcommunityband@gmail.com, tell us your preferred size and we’ll see if

we can set you up. Shirts cost $30. Our summer concert attire consists of a PCB polo or other white shirt or
blouse and khaki pants or shorts.

Band Attendance Policy

\\ Just a quick reminder that with 7 scheduled rehearsals for this PCB session, our policy is
f' . that band members should attend a MINIMUM of five sessions, one of which MUST be the
dress rehearsal, in order to play the concert. Obviously, attendance at all seven will
significantly improve the overall band! In the event you have extenuating circumstances
please email or speak directly with Theresa Witmer as only the director can grant

exceptions.

Help PCB Grow Its Music Library!

As an all-volunteer band dependent on donations, we are truly appreciative of
several band members who have made generous donations to PCB so that we can
purchase music we’d like to have, and so not ALL of our music must be borrowed.
If you would like to consider making a donation for the purchase of music, or know
a music lover who would like to help PCB acquire more of its own music, please
email Theresa Witmer at PotsdamCommunityBand@gmail.com.

5 Did You Know?

e The tradition of community bands in Potsdam goes back to the mid-1800s?
D ® Precursors to PCB include the Potsdam Cornet Band and the Potsdam Military

Band?
e Wikipedia estimates that there are over 2,500 community bands in the US?
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Summer 2025 PCB Schedule

Rehearsals: May 12, 19; June 2, 9, 23, 30 (All Mondays, 7:00-9:00
pm at Crane Rehearsal Rm C107)

Dress Rehearsal: Monday, July 7, 6:30-9:00 pm in C-107

Concerts: Wednesday, July 9, 6:00 pm, at St. Lawrence Power
and Equipment Museum, Madrid (rain or shine)

Friday, July 11, 5:00 pm at Potsdam Summer Festival, Ives Park,
Potsdam

SEE Yoy SOON!




