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SUMMER 2025–Another GREAT Season!! 
 
Hello Bandmates! 
 
Each PCB session is unique.  Because of 
shifting personnel from season to 
season…new members joining, 
veteran players unable to play for one 
reason or another, some folks starting 
the season only to drop out later, 
others stepping in at the last minute to 
fill in gaps…each time out presents 
challenges for everyone, from the 
Music Director down to the last chair in each section.  Our job as a team is to overcome those challenges and 
make the finest music possible, for each other, for ourselves, and of course, for our audience.  We also want to 
be cognizant of the creators of the music we perform.  They deserve our best effort as well!  Any challenges we 
faced this spring and summer, we overcame over seven great rehearsals, and we produced two fine concerts!  
We all deserve a round of applause, a pat on the back…insert your own accolade here!  Thank you to 
everyone who played, and to all who helped set up, tear down, load up, plan, distribute, copy and collect 
music, drive, etc.  It’s a huge amount of mostly thankless work to make it happen…but the music and process 
of making it, are always worth it.  Congratulations to all and see you in the fall!  
 
Paul Haggett,  Communications Coordinator for 
the PCB Leadership Team: 
 
Theresa Witmer, Music Director​  
Jennifer Myers, Personnel & Technical Coordinator 
Kim Adams, Treasurer & Librarian Team Coordinator 
Robin Duncan, Producer​ ​  
 

 

Thank you, Ron Berry 
Ronald Berry, a founding PCB member, and a tubist and sometimes percussionist for 
15 years with the band, has decided it’s time to hang up the helicon (and any 
number of other tubas and euphoniums he owns) and retire from both his playing 
and leadership roles.  Ron and former PCB oboist Laurel Kuxhaus were primarily 
responsible for convincing Theresa Witmer to reboot Potsdam Community Band, 
after a long hiatus, in 2010.   In addition to helping launch the “new” PCB, Ron also 
brought the New Horizons Bands of NNY to the North Country.  Not bad for a 
retired engineer…starting two very important musical organizations that are now 
thriving!  In recognition of Ron’s contributions to our band, Theresa programmed 
one of Ron's favorite marches this summer; The Thunderer, by John Phillip Sousa.  Thank you, Ron! 
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Indoor-Outdoor Concerts This Summer  
 

On July 9, our Madrid Concert continued our ongoing tradition of playing in the St. Lawrence Power and 
Equipment Museum Equine Pavilion.  Advantages: It’s rain or shine! We don’t have to worry so much about the 
weather, no one is in the hot sun, and we can HEAR each other.  Disadvantages:  well, it’s a horse barn, so it’s a 
bit dusty and dirty.  Thank you to the Madrid Dam Music Series and the Museum for hosting us!  Our Potsdam 
Summer Fest concert this year traded having EVERYONE in the hot sun for having just a few people in the hot 
sun (sorry flutes and Theresa!), as for the first time, the band played under the Farmer’s Market Pavilion.  It’s a 
little bit of a work in progress, but we MAY have found our new Summer Fest performance venue!  Tell us what 
you think!  Email your thoughts to potsdamcommunityband@gmail.com. 
 

Looking ahead to Winter 2025-26 
 

For a band that typically performs just two 
concerts in the summer and one in the 
winter, planning the NEXT PCB experience 
often seems almost like a full time job!  The 
leadership team will be meeting soon to 
discuss what went well, and what could be 
improved from our summer session AND to 
start planning for the fall/ winter 2025-26 
season.  Please grab your calendar and 
pencil  (I’ll pause  

here while you go get them….) 
 
The fall/winter 2025-26 session will kick off on Monday, November 24 at 7:00 pm in Crane rehearsal room C 
107.  The full seven-rehearsal schedule is as follows (pending confirmation from Crane): 

●​ Rehearsals (all Mondays) November 24, December 1, 8, 15, January 5, 12, 7:00-9:00 pm in  
C 107 

●​ Dress rehearsal Thursday, January 15, 6:30-9:00 pm 
●​ Concert Sunday, January 18, 3:00 pm Hosmer Concert Hall 

 
Look for our Fall/Winter session Signup survey to hit your inbox in early October! 

mailto:potsdamcommunityband@gmail.com
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Band Financial Update 
Since we last reported a financial update in the Winter 2025 newsletter, our income and 
expenses have pretty well kept pace with one another.  During the spring/summer session, 
our income was $1,817, including stipends from the Potsdam Chamber and Madrid Music 
Series, member donations during rehearsals, concert donations, a donation toward a music 
purchase, and PCB polo shirt sale.  
Expenses for the session totalled $1,833, which consisted of music purchases, ACB Dues, 

paper & toner, printing expenses, liability insurance and UHaul rental.  Our bank account balance sits at a 
comfortable $4,351.  Thank you to our members, our audience, and the organizations who hired us to play!  
Your support makes this wonderful band possible! 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Help PCB Grow Its Music Library! 

As an all-volunteer band dependent on donations, we are truly appreciative of 
several band members who have made generous donations to PCB so that we can 
purchase music we’d like to have, and so not ALL of our music must be borrowed.  
If you would like to consider making a donation for the purchase of music, or know 
a music lover who would like to help PCB acquire more of its own music, please 
email Theresa Witmer at PotsdamCommunityBand@gmail.com. 
 

Rehearsals to the Final Bow…Summer 2025 in Pictures 
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Photos by:  Leah Howland 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL REST OF YOUR 
SUMMER! 

 
SEE YOU IN NOVEMBER! 

 
LOOK FOR OUR WINTER SIGNUP SURVEY IN 

OCTOBER! 


