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Greetings! The Stage (or at least the rehearsal room)
Is Set!

The surveys are sent, the players have responded,
the music is chosen, and we are nearly ready to
launch into another season of music-making with
Potsdam Community Band! We have over 70
players signed up to bring to life 10 pieces of music,
including two marches, four pieces related to this
season’s theme of “Heroes”, a well-known classic of
the concert band literature, a band transcription of
a well-known orchestral work, a fun pop-jazz
medley and more! We have a full slate of seven rehearsals beginning Monday, November 24, and our winter
concert will be Sunday, January 18. Theresa Witmer will be our main conductor for this cycle, but we also have
a surprise GUEST conductor lined up! And hey...it’s PCB, so there are bound to be other surprises as well!
Complete details on all of this can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.

Didn’t sign up for the Winter session? You can still support YOUR band by coming to our concert on Sunday,
January 18 at Hosmer Concert Hall at 3:00 pm (have | mentioned our concert is January 18?). And you can
redeem yourself by coming out in May, June and July for our summer session. Details on signups for summer
2026 will be included in the NEXT PCB newsletter.

From the Director...

This autumn has been one of the most beautiful in my memory: so many sunny
days and so many beautiful trees with magnificent colors of leaves! Now we’re
getting some much-needed rain, so I’'m sitting down to write to you, beloved PCB
musicians.

My music-for-PCB research took me to a few heroes (and heroines, though I'm
going to use “heroes” to refer to both), and inspired me to use that as a theme for this Fall '25-Winter '26
season. I'm excited about what we’ll be playing!

I’'m very interested in having PCB return to donating our concert proceeds to one of our wider communities’
organizations, and you’ll soon receive a survey so you'’re able to give us your opinions about that, along with
couple of other things.

PCB saxophonist Amber Spinner will be conducting one of our pieces, and that should be a joy for all of us!
Amber spent 12 years as the BD (band director) at Brushton-Moira Central and this fall she left that position to
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become a music teacher at Potsdam Central’s elementary school. She found it doesn’t take long to miss being
a “BD!”

We’'re both excited to work with you soon!

Theresa

Here’s the Band Plan, Man...

Here is the complete rehearsal and performance schedule for the upcoming
Winter 2025-26 session of Potsdam Community Band:

Rehearsal Location: Crane C 107

Rehearsal dates & times: November 24; December 1, 8, and 15; January 5
and 12, all 7:00-9:00 pm

Dress Rehearsal: Thursday, January 15, 6:30-9:00 pm

Concert: Sunday, January 18, 3:00 pm in Hosmer Concert Hall

PCB Attendance Policy

Consistent attendance at band rehearsals is the “secret sauce” (well, one of them!)
for making PCB sound its very best! We would, ideally, like to see ALL band
members at ALL rehearsals, but we understand that that is not practical. We're all
busy and have to do our share of juggling!

At a minimum, we would like to see your smiling face (and your instrument) at 5 of
the 7 scheduled rehearsals. If you expect to miss MORE than two rehearsals,
please let Theresa know as soon as possible. Hopefully you were able to
accurately reflect your rehearsal availability on the signup survey, BUT if anything
has changed for you schedule-wise, it is vital to let Theresa AND your section
leader know about it as far in advance as you can.

™

Inclement Weather Plan

One of the challenges of operating PCB during the cold weather
months is dealing with the potential for weather-related
cancellations of rehearsals or even concerts. However, we have a
plan for that!

In general, if school is canceled at Potsdam Central School,
there will be NO rehearsal that evening. In addition, we will offer




\“ﬂ\ﬂ
Eoov;rmagvﬁé\g N eWSIette r— Fa | | 2025 (Volume 13, Issue #4)

BAN D
www.potsdamband.org PotsdamCommunityBand@gmail.com, (315) 250-1625

band members the opportunity to be notified by text if rehearsals or a concert is canceled or postponed. We
will also, of course, notify members by email of a cancellation.

Your safety is of utmost importance, so even if a rehearsal is not canceled, please DO NOT risk driving if you
do not feel safe! Please do contact your section leader and send us an email telling us you won’t be there, but
stay home if it’s dicey!

] %}g’/ #7 Help PCB Grow Its Music Library!

f. As an all-volunteer band dependent on donations, we are truly appreciative
1 o of several band members who have made generous donations to PCB so
ol

that we can purchase music we’d like to have, and so not ALL of our music
must be borrowed. If you would like to consider making a donation for the
purchase of music, or know a music lover who would like to help PCB
acquire more of its own music, please email Theresa Witmer at
PotsdamCommunityBand@gmail.com. A couple of our pieces for our
winter session were purchased thanks to donations from band members!
Theresa will have details once rehearsals get underway. If you like the
pieces that were donated, make sure you let the donors know!

Voluntary Member Donations to Continue

Thanks to PCB’s voluntary member donation collections the last couple of
years, (along with strong collections from our audiences) the band is on stable
financial ground. We will be continuing to offer Community Band members an
opportunity to make a small (or not-so-small, if you like) donation to help keep
the band financially sound.

" *%  Potsdam Community Band Website is a
POTSDAM

comminity  Great Resource
BAND

Looking for a quick reference to most of the basic information about this
Community Band session? Need to refresh your memory about when rehearsal dates are? What is
the date, time, and location for our concert? What volunteer opportunities are available so | can help
the band out more? Want to know more about the history of PCB or read back issues of our
award-winning newsletter? All of this information and more is available in a few clicks and taps by
heading to www.potsdamband.org. As rehearsals approach, and throughout the season, a YouTube
playlist of our repertoire will be put up on the website, allowing us to play along at home and enhance
practice time!
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HERE WE GO, BANDMATES...IT’S TIME TO
PLAY....
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Band folders are being prepared by the Library team
November 8. Your section leader or folder captain will be
in touch about how you can get your folder!
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SEE YOU NOVEMBER 24!!



